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    12 MONTH REPRIEVE FOR THE LIBRARIES IS A HOLLOW VICTORY 

Despite impassioned pleas by local campaigners, thirteen Dorset Libraries could still be facing closure in a year’s time, claims Corfe Mullen County Councillor Susan Jefferies. She has accused Council Leaders of refusing to abandon a ‘divide and rule’ approach, and described their treatment of the 13 communities as ‘shoddy’. 

“It looks like the leadership at County Hall now realise that they misjudged the reaction of these smaller communities,“ said Cllr Jefferies. Dozens of protesters came to County Hall and presented protest petitions containing nearly 10,000 signatures.

An additional 12 months is being given to examine the situation more fully and explore opportunities for savings and raising additional funds for these Libraries, should the situation not have been examined ‘fully’ before the closure suggestions were made ?  This does not mean that the problem has gone away, in fact it has put more pressure on the 13 threatened Libraries and told them to sort it out themselves. 

On Thursday evening (June 15th) residents of Corfe Mullen bombarded Council Officers with questions at a Public Meeting.  The overwhelming feeling was that Corfe Mullen pays a great deal of Council tax into the County coffers and the people want to see some of it spent within Corfe Mullen.  They do not want their money to be used to shore up the Library in Wimborne, nor do they react well to being told that they should dig deeper into their pockets to save own Library.
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